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In summary, I think this is a book for the library shelf rather than the physician's library. The Editors would do well to review their objectives in the series and to focus their aim on either the generalist or the specialist. The interest of this volume lies in the description it gives of the current North American strategy aimed at promoting better services for cancer care.
The key feature of this strategy is encouragement of as many physicians as possible to participate in cancer research: the doctors are thereby motivated to keep themselves well informed of advances in knowledge; the patients who are entered into trials, irrespective of the specific regimen under investigation, benefit from zealous monitoring; and clinical research is speeded up by rapid recruitment of patients into randomized controlled trials. Papers from various research centres describe the means used to persuade doctors outside academic institutions to take part, the services necessary to support and monitor their cooperation and the evidence of their competence.
The volume also seeks to illustrate the whole range of research on cancer prevention, on early detection and on standards of care by including a large number of papers delivered at two meetings held in 1983. These papers are very uneven in quality and from the British point of view the volumes of this series would be more attractive if the contributions were more carefully selected and edited. in Torino, and it was perhaps appropriate that this meeting should have been hosted in that city.
The book is divided into five parts comprising sections on the hepatitis viruses, the biology and epidemiology of delta, the pathological and clinical aspect of delta, a section on pathogenesis, prophylaxis and therapy and a section of abstracts.
The first section includes short update reviews by established authorities on hepatitis A, hepatitis B and its animal analogue, the woodchuck virus and non-A/non-B. The second and third sections are probably the most interesting, and demonstrate the considerable expansion of knowledge relating to delta which has occurred since its first description. These two sections are not distinct in content and comprise nearly half the book. The abstract section covers both delta and HBVrelated topics, while the final section is limited entirely to HBV.
The importance of this book lies in those sections relating to delta virus infection and really stands on these alone, since sections relating to the other hepatitis viruses do not really contribute greatly to current knowledge. This is a pity since the delta sections alone would have made a slimmer and perhaps cheaper volume. Nevertheless, this book deserves a place in the library of those working in the field of viral hepatitis and is to be recommended. This book, which was first published in 1981, is based largely on the do-it-yourself studio started at the Royal Postgraduate Medical School 10 years ago. It is aimed at all who write papers for publication or who need to give lectures. It begins with practical advice on the presentation of text. Its main function, however, is to discuss the most effective ways of presenting data by means of graphs, charts and diagrams for printed publications, slides, posters, overhead projection transparencies, tape slide programmes and television. It has now gone to three annual reprints. Departmental Libraries that do not already possess it should add it to their shelves.
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